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HCS Pharma opens representative office in Taiwan and joins
National Health Research Institutes incubator

Lille, France - 02/08/2021: Biotech startup HCS Pharma, recognized as a Deeptech Pioneer by
Hello Tomorrow and ranked in the "Top43" deeptech companies coached in 2020 by the
European Invest Horizon programme, is entering into incubation at the prestigious NHRI
(National Health Research Institutes) in Taiwan. There, it will develop collaborations to put
its exclusive BIOMIMESYS® technology at the service of the country's four major scientific
research institutions. HCS Pharma has also opened a representative office in Taiwan, headed
by Joseph Chou.

After several years of research, HCS Pharma has brought to the drug discovery market its unique
BIOMIMESYS® technology, which allows for the simple implementation of 3D in vitro tests in
conditions close to those of the human body organs. In vitro tests are a critical step in the
development of new drugs. They allow the validation of a molecule's efficacy and safety well before the
costly phases of clinical testing. However, these tests are still often carried out with 2D cell culture
systems, which are not close enough to the human body to give predictive results. The transition to 3D
cell culture tools is an obligation for research and industry. BIOMIMESYS® technology facilitates this
transition by using natural compounds, as close as possible to biological reality.

This technology, protected by an exclusive patent held by HCS Pharma, is currently used in several
research programs. It has enabled HCS Pharma to be present in the Top43 of the European Invest
Horizon 2020 program, to be doubly labelled by the Euroquity network and to be recognized as "Deep
Tech Pioneers" by the Hello Tomorrow 2020 challenge.

HCS Pharma announces a major expansion of its activities in Taiwan and opens a representative office
as a prelude to the establishment of a manufacturing facility. The office will be headed by Joseph Chou,
currently head of Tokyo Future Style Taiwan and a member of the HCS Pharma advisory board. This
opening coincides with HCS Pharma's entry into the NHRI incubator in Taiwan to develop cell therapy
tools using BIOMIMESYS® technology. It will also enable the development of a partnership aimed at
combining 3D biology, the use of semiconductors for real-time cell analysis, and microfluidics to create
the first 3D "organ-like" biochip for drug discovery. This presence in Taiwan will also strengthen
current collaborations with the three other major national research institutions: Academia Sinica,
Industrial Technology Research Institute (ITRI), Development Center for Biotechnology (DCB).

About HCS Pharma

HCS Pharma is a biotech start-up located in Lille that develops and markets 3D cell culture products based on its
proprietary BIOMIMESYS® technology and develops its own 3D cell models alone or in partnership that it offers to
their customers from pharmaceutical, dermo-cosmetic and food industries. HCS pharma team has unique expertise
in the development of new 3D in vitro models and their miniaturization and automation to perform high throughput
screening in order to analyze efficacy or safety effects of a large number of products. BIOMIMESYS® is a
groundbreaking 3D technology that enables the faithful reproduction of the microenvironment, also called Extra-
Cellular Matrix (ECM) of any organ/tissue, healthy or cancerous. It is also the only ready-to-use organ-specific 3D
technology usable in medium/high throughput screening of molecules using cellular imaging technology called High
Content Screening (HCS).
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About NHRI

The National Health Research Institutes (NHRI) is a non-profit foundation established by the government with its
organization charter created by an Act of Congress (Legislative Yuan) in Taiwan, ROC. Being an autonomous research
organization under the supervision of the Department of Health, Executive Yuan. The NHRI is dedicated to the
enhancement of medical research and the improvement of health care in this country. Scientists at the NHRI conduct
mission-oriented medical research and investigate many aspects of the basic biomedical sciences, as well as specific
diseases. These range from the common problems such as aging, cancer, infectious diseases, mental disorders,
occupational diseases, to health policy. It is our hope that the knowledge, experience, and facilities at the NHRI will
become important resources to the whole nation in understanding, preventing, and curing diseases.

Contacts
HCS Pharma: Nathalie MAUBON / CEO / nathalie.maubon@hcs-pharma.com / +33 (0)769 999 137

NHRI: Jessie Huang / Senior Manager /jessieinglasgow@nhri.edu.tw /+886-(37)-246166-21008
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